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—  Idea  of    the  Work— ^ 


/VA./^  HE  penetrating  author  firft  fafhionably  fteps  forth 
'C  "P    to  us,  with  all  the  arts  of  modern  complaifance, 

<  T  >  and  real  good  breeding,  in  a  very  concifejfenfible 
^  J    and  agreeable  aivert'ifement  by  -way  of -preface  : 

\W\J  He  tells  us,  "  That  of  all  the  fludies  which  fb 
varioufly  and  deeply  engage  the  letter'd  part  of 
mankind,  to  him  it  appears  that  biography  mufl  be  allow'd  the 
mod:  ufeful,as  it  has  ever  been  to  "him  by  far  the  moft  pleafant. — 
That  the  truell  knowledge  of  human  nature  which  can  pofTibiy 
be  had  from  books  and  clofets,  is  chiefly  to  be  obtain'd  in  thole 
moll  impartial  and  very  interefting  accounts  of  it,  which  from 
time  to  time  one  unambitious  Author  and  another  has  been 
fweetly  conftrairCd  to  publifli  to  the  world  under  that  moft  in- 
viting title,  T^he  life  of  a  great  man'\ 

He  tells  us  alio,  '*  that  for  his  own  foUon>ing  work  he  can 
aver  upon  the  antiquity  and  grandeur  of  his  family  which  he 
traces  as  high  as  any  man,  that  the  utmoft  adherence  to  truth 
and  tendernefs  is  as  fteadily  preferv'd  in  his  (as  he  hopes)  not 
unprofitably-written  hiftory,  as  the  nature  of  the  thin^.and  more 
efpecially  \\\%defign,  would  pofhbly  admit  of.  —  That  howe- 
ver he  may  be  found  to  have  been  betray'd  into  obfairities, into 
which  by  clofely  tracing  his  hero  he  mud:  often  have  been  ne- 
ceflitared.  And  however  by  this  mean  his  hero's  chara£ler  may 
^  to  fome  appear  too  e:itraordimiry  and  fometimcs  perhaps  vicious; 
thofe  obfcurities  and  thefe  appearances  fliail  be  fully  illuminat- 
ed and,fatisfiftorily  removed,  ami  tlie  whole  chara61:er  r sauced 

fairly 
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filrly  to  the  fide  of  yirtue  and  honour,  in  the  appendix  to  this 
work  ;  which  if  my  health  (fays  he)  but  permit  lliall  be  ready 
to  be  fent  to  the  prefs  by  michaehnas  or  chriflmas  next**. 

Thus  much  from  his  preface  ;  to  which  im -liediateiy  fucceeds 
this  very  various  and  wonderful  hiftory  ;^  which  arc  fully  dif- 
piayV.  the  heroes  birth  and  parentage/  -  his  inheritances,  edu- 
cation, and  connexions, —  his  remarkable  infancy  childhood  and 
yoiuh,— -  the  furprizing  indications  and  exertions  of  genius  in 
thofe  liages,  which  were  never  obferved  more  vigourous  or  bril- 
liant ;  particularly  his  difcovering  to  her  noble  guefts,  the  bor^ 
rozfVfplendcnrof  his  grandam's  fide-board. — The  curious  anec- 
dote of  the  capacious  y?/w/"  ///^;//7/.— together  with  the  mention 
of  the  many  Jaraentably  omitted  chaftifements,  for  the  flagrant 
Enormities  of  our  hero's  childhood,  by  the  rare  efforts  of  his 
ebullient  genius  won Jcrfully  eluded. .... 

In  chap.  2d  of  the  firft  book,  his  childhood  ar.d youth  arnufe- 
me  fits  a 'id  parfuits  are  particularly  noted  j  the  author  deeply 
icienced  in  human  nature  being  well  aware,  that  from  them  xht 
trueftjudgment  of  the  mind's /2^/z/rtf/  turn  and  force  m^y  be 
fettled.  Here  are  related  his  violent  ftruggks  for  diJiinBtGH 
among  his  fchool-fellows, —  his  mean  tricks  and  bold  threats  to 
ootain  his  ends,  but  above  all,  his  profoundly  learned,  and  ro 
the  boys  quite  unintelligible  prate  j  to  avoid  which  they  almoft 
filways  gave  up  the  point  in  difpute. —  Here  alfo  it  is  remarked, 
how  he  was  always  chalking  out  head-lands,  illands,  harbours, 
rivers  and  forts  upon  the  fchool-fence  ;  which  gave  occafion  fo 
fome  of  the  elder  and  more  w?.ggilh  lads,  to  beftow  on  him  the 
ever-continued  appellations  of  the  wooden  geographer ,  caHle- 
buildcr,  and  mad  Tom,  which  extremely  nettled  him — fbme- 
jtimes  when  he  had  drawn  a  palace ,  or  2ifort,  upon  any  of  thefe 
liis  early  fancied  iflands  or  plantations,  foiue  rogue  or  othe-r  of 
them  would  draw  a  huge  m.an  p-fi^g  on  it ;  or  Tom  himfelf, 
with  a  leather  apron  and  rule,  at  -work  upon  it ;  either  of  which 
flrokes  infinitely  mortified  him. 

In  chap,  3d  and  onward,  are  related  ihe  niofl  furprizing  at- 
chicvemcnts,  and  intereiling  events,  which  are  to  be  found  in 
any  the  mofi  romantic  of  ancient  or  later  hiflorics."  But  firft  of 
ail  is  noted,  hi '  early  univcrfal  tafle  and  ability  of  performance, 
.'i'  the  arts ;  the  cojuamcJ jiiy  rapidity  with  which  h^f»ajh''d  thro' 

the 
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the  almofl  boundlefs  "JiJ/Vof  darkeft  fcience,  and  as  fquire  Mil- 
ton has  it  " — Thro*  x\\e  palpable  obfcure  toil'd  out 

J*  His  uncouth  way • 

Here  alif^'^re'^ated  the  many  injiances  oi\m  unlimited  capa- 
city,—his  natural  or  ^Sther  fupernatural  parts,— his  innate  ideas  of 
geography,  the  prooj^l  evidence  of  which  is  fo  happily  for  the 
learned  metaphyfic-w^ld  tranfcribcd  entire  from  the  work  in 
folio  ;  the  laft  part  of  which  evidence  the  judicious  of  the  edi- 
tor's friends  think  proper  to  be  here  mentioned  :  namely,  his 
indifputable  tho'  fomewhat  aflonifhing  com  pleat  knowledge  of 
all  Northern  Britifli  America  ;  at  a  time  when  he  had  feen  but 
fome  ten  or  twenty  towns  in  it— This  not  the  leaft  fliadow  of 
doubt  can  obfcure,  fince  our  hero  himfelf  has  been  moft  feri- 
oufly  told  fb,  in  the  very  fhelter  and  aflylum  of  truth,  a  mo.- 
dern  dedication. 

In  book  2d  chap.  ift.  we  are  told,  that  in  confequence 
of  his  early  inclination  to  be  a  great  man,  he  fix'd  his  eye  upon 
the  navy,  and  ambitioufly  ari:>!red  to  the  command  of  a  fleet 
•of  war.  .  How  in  order  to  eifc6l:  this,  he  very  much  obliged 
the  world  and  himfelf,  in  that  mofl:  valuable  treafury  of  folid 
literature,  his  treatife,  upon  navigation  and  the  management 
of  a  {quadron  ;  which  produced  (b  much  wit  and  pleafmtry, 
in  converfation,  both  upon  the  matte'r  2.v\^  form,  equally  fur- 
prizing  and  entertaining.  Some  little  account  of  which  we  are 
here  tempted  to  prefent  to  the  forgetful  publick,  who  will 
doubtlefs  recollect  it,  upon  the  mention  of  its  well-didinguifti'd 
title  ;  Principles  of  Admiralty  being  the  grounds  and  reafons 
(P/'NavalEmpire.  With  its  dedication  iothe  author"^ s god-mother. 
A  work,  fays  Mr.  Thumb,  as  memorable  for  its  extraordinary 
effefts.as  for  its  maderly  execution,  and  which  moft  wonderfully 
o',>erated  upon  every  individual  perfon,  m  the  fame  txuo  very 
diff'erent  ways  ;  the  whole  literate  nation  being  immediately 
on  its  appearance  feized  with  the  moft  excruciating  head-ach, 
together  with  fiery  fore  eyes— cal!  at  a  friend's  houle  about 
that  time,  the  fervanr's  eternal  anfwer  was,  '*  Dear  fir  !  my 
mafter's  almoft  crazy  with  the  head-ach  "!  or,  *^'  ForGod's  fake 
iir  !  fpeak  fofily,  my  mailer  has  almofi:  killed  himfelF  with  a 
new-printed  book  "!  in  ihoit,  the  whole  body  of  candid,  cour- 
teous, and  gentle  rejiderS;  to  vvhom  bpyks  are  fb  generoully  and 
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pathetically  addrefs'd,  were  mofl:  wofully  given  up  to  profane 
curfing  and  fwearing ;  fomctimes  at  the  author,  but  oftner  at 
themielves,  and  all  from  the  fathomlefs  profundity,  '.«nd  im- 
plicpted  erudition,  of  this  exquifite  treatife  of^.".  ^r  yv.,:ng  hero  ; 
f caice  tnen  arrived  at  his  one  and  twentieth  year.  But  after 
the  jfirfl:  month  or  two,  when  the  heads  r.-A  eyes  of  his  maje- 
f!y*s  loving,  tho'  too  curious  fubje£b,  /./ere  reftored  to  their 
wonted  eafe ;  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people,  converfed  of, 
and  quoted  from  it,  with  all  that  fatisfaftion,  and  facetious 
turn,  which  fuch  a  truly  original  performance,  can  never  fail 
at  laft  to  infpire.  A  performance,  which  whether  we  confider 
the  accurate  and  fpirited  reafoning,  or  the  eafy  flow  and  more 
captivating  charms  of  eloquence  and  ftyle,  with  which  it  every 
where  abounds ;  can  never  be  fufficiently  admired. — Among  a 
multitude  of  rare,  and  very  advantageous  as  well  as  ingenious 
difcoveries,  it  is  obferved,  and  by  the  moft  unheard  of,  yet 
impenetrable^  arguments  proved  :  that  the  ultimate  end  of 
l)nilding,  equipping,  and  fending  to  fea,  a  fleet,  is  the  keeping 
together  that  fleet,  as  a  fleet ;  f  and  that  neither  the  fecurity, 
jior  happinefs  of  any  one,  is  any  end  at  all  of  fuch  eflablifh- 
rnent. —  A  do6lrinc,  by  the  whole  world  hitherto  very  fooiiflily 
embraced,  but  fufliciently  by  this  immortal  work  ftigmatized 
and  exploded. 

Chap.  2,  book  td,  proceeds  with  our  hero's  ardent  ambi- 
tion for  the  command  of  a  fleet — and  his  entring  on  board  as 
cabin  boy — the  death  of  the  Commodore — our  hero's  fudden 
tife  to  a  lieutenancy— \\\%  unremitted  afTiduity,  in  all  the  mofl: 
irkfome  talks,  whicli  ever-fcheming  excefllve  vanity,  neceflarily 
impofes  on  the  eminent  coxcombs  of  mankind — his  invincible 
eflrontery  in  his  new  flation — particularly,  his  endeavour  to 
thruft  himfeif  into  a  grand  council  of  war,  held  on  board  the 
marygold,  ADMIRAL  Burdock  ;  in  which  no  lieutenants  had  a 
right  to  fit .'  which  behaviour  of  his,  was  then  very  narrowly 
obferved,  and  has  fince  been  thoroughly  review'd — his  mor- 
tifying refufal — his  reftlefs  ambition  and  revenge — his  violated 
friendfliips — his  inveterate  and  dangerous  hatreds — his  fliara- 
Icfs  forgeries — his  execrable  perfldy  in  return  to  the  confidence 
and  communications  of  his  much  deceived  friend,  then  commo- 

,dore 
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dore  of  a  fquadron— his  libelling  the  coxnmodore — his  fup- 
plantijg  him —  the  commodore's  dilgrace — our  young  lieu- 
teriam^gromg^S^  (quadron  —  The  whole  affair  of  the  vice 
admiral/hip  ;  its  vei^  extenfive  power,  and  almojl  unheard  of 
profits.  The  very  atNantageous/2r!f?(?rjf  eftablilhed  at  Trilogy 
fcut,  eaftward  of  the  Iquadron,  where  the  re-taken  floop  of 
war  Brazen  was  ftationed — .Th^franl  acknowledgments  that 
were  made  to  the  admiral,  in  proportion  as  the  ftation  became 
lucrative — and  how  it  gave  rife  to  ^  well  fie'' d  ?.ad  much  hur- 
ried adminijlration. 

In  chap.  3d,  4tb  and  5th,  is  a  very  particular  account 
of  his  behaviour  in  the  fleet. —  How  he  us'd  to  go 
fculling  about  the  yaul,  from  ihip  to  fhip  himfelf. — 
And  how  he  run  down  the  poor  chaplain,  who  could 
not  get  out  of  his  way. — His  fomewhat  extraordinary  orders  for 
burning  feveral  of  the  outermojl  Jhips  of  the  fquadron  ;  by  the 
fmoke  to  blind  the  enemy,  and  prevent  their  expe£l:ed  ap- 
proaches.  His  uncomrnon  negleft  of  ceremony  and  chara£ler 

in  Ibme  things,  and  (braewhat  pleafant  regard  to  them  in  others ; 
often  tripping  it  about  on  the  main  deck  m  frock  and  trowfers, 
find  little  rattan  fwitch  ;  at  other  times  looking  big  and  exaft- 
ing  the  utmoft  reverence  and  devotion  to  the  very  place  where 
he  happen'd  to  fit.— His  exemplary  chaftifement  of  a  young 
officer  of  the  barge,  for  his  difrefpedtful  negligence  in  this 
particular  ;  and  ninety-nine  other  inftances  of  like  pleafant  at-t 
cention  to  publick  chara£^er,  in  private  and  profefledly  fociai 
company. — But  above  all,  his  moft  ardent  afpiration  to  th^. 
mimickry  of  raajefly,  in  the  very  ferious  and  wonderful  pro» 
pofal,  of  a  throne  and  canopy,  to  be  ere£ted  in  the  aftermoft^ 
part  of  the  great  cabin,  of  the  flag-fhip,  with  two  long  tabJes 
10  ftretch  their  perpetuity  on  either  hand,  from  the  throne 
aforefaid  to  the  cabin  door  :  That  upon  his  entry  the  who]§ 
cabin  mefs  facing  inward,  at  thefe  tables,  fliould  rife  and  v.'iih 
reverential  curve  of  back,  pay  the  mod  profound  obelfance, 
or  fall  down  and  worihip  this  exquifitely  pleafant  and  moft 
itriking  image  of  majefty  and  worth. 

Book  3d  contains  a  great  variety  of  curious  and  furprizing 
particulars.  The  whole  juvenile  aijd  diverting  affair  of  the 
agency  tor  prize-money  j  together  with  fome  more  ferious  and 

important 
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Important  (Irokes  on  the  dark  part  of  it. — The  dlfchargeof  the 
agent  as  to  time  and  manner — the  expeftation  that  the  %|miraL 
would  himfelf  ajk  the  agency, — thatis,--have^>'^— ]l:%r  jaitffr'aTs" 
friends  and  fupporters  in  ail  his  rare  fcheriJ^ls — His  much-envi- 
ed felicity  in  that  walking  library,  whidc'affords  him  all  need- 
ed adjutancy  ;  from  the  complete  colle^llWn  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  three  learned  profeflions,  in  one  omniform  Counfellor. — 
His  violent  antipathy  to  the  Converfation  and  Opinions  of  a 
certain  unretain^d  lawyer. — And  lailly  here,  his  fpeeches  to  the 
officers  and  pick'd  men  of  the  fquadron,  affembled  on  board 
the  flag-fhip  to  hear  them  :  Their  folidiiy,  figure,  palpability, 
aridity,  profundity,  aeriality  and  inliquidity  .-  together  with  that 
free  fpirit  of  wir  and  humour  in  converfation,  which  thefe  fpee- 
ches ahvay  diifusM  thro'   the  whole  fliip  and  fquadron. 

Book  4th,  chnp.  1  &  2,  records  particularly  the  arts,  means, 
and  hijlruments,  he  employed  in  his  government  of  the  fqna- 
idron  ;  more  efpecially  in  the  flag-fhip. — How  he  us'd  to  creep 
out  on  the  main  deckdifgais'd,  and  talk  with  the  Sentries  and 
other  corhmon  people  about  iliip- affairs  ;  if  peradventure  he 
miglit  hear  aught  of  his  own  excellency  mentioned,  if  not  much 
celebrated. — How  they  fometirncs  with  galling  Truths,  tho' 
quite  urjdefignedly,  would  prodigiouOy  agitate  him  :  and   at 
other  times  fsafonabiy  perceiving  him,  would  evil  entreat  him  : 
or  in  their  own  wicked  words,  pay  him  off  d — bly — ,and  how 
he  was  oblig'd  to  grin  and  bear  it  all. — How  he  countenanced 
and  dilVmguiflied  the  dirtiefl,  mofl  lubberly,  mutinous,  and  dcf^ 
pifed  part  of  the  people — avoiding,  as  much  as   pofTible,  the 
company  and  converfation  of  the  fecond  in  command,  and 
other  officers  of  cabin  mefs,  he  was  always  feen  herding  with 
the  boatf^ain,  (who  was  alfo  guniaer  and  carpenter')  and  other 
petty  officers,  and  intriguing  low  fellows  of  the  fore-caflle. 
Of  the  boatfwain  the  admiral  was  mofl  furprizingly  enamour'd, 
vvhofe  company  he  could  fcarcely  ever  fpend  an  evening  with- 
out ;  either  in  his  private  apartrnt^nt  near  the  great  cabin,  or 
forward  in   the  boatfwain*s  own  birth  in  the  forc-eaftle ;  to 
which  laf;  place,  he  was  often  known  by  night  to  fneak  and 
drink  flip. — How  re  made  much  of  the  faid   boatfwain,   and 
gave  him  for  driving  and  managing  the  deluded  jacks,' and  in 
token  cf  alfeftion  and  ,grcat  faiiiiliariry,  a  filvej:  -wbijlle  and  a 
mck  name,  JniiS^- 
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Immediately  after  this  in  chan.  n^  our   author  particularly 
narratcf^how  the  faid  boatfwain,  in  a  well  known  junto  of 
flatcoial^^ggj^JSBBwwafites,  petty  oaicers,and  other  dirty  rafcals 
of  the  fliipAifed  to^Vit,and  coax, and  threat, the  well-meaning* 
tho'  weak  feamer  ;  irrTirder  to  make  them  fay  handfome  things 
of  the  admiral.     And  how  one  morning  in  particular,    by  the 
low  cunning  and  reftlefs'affiduity  of  thefe  creatures  ,they  wheedled 
and  trepanned  part  of  the  fliip's  company,  indeed  all  who  wero 
©f  the  boatfivaifi' s  watch,  to  figii   a  paper ;  fignifying  that  Sit* 
ThO'Mas  was  a  fweet  gentleman, as  fine  a  feaman  as  ever  (iepM 
betwixt  flcm  and   flern,  and    a   moft  extraordinary  admiral  ! 
That  the  fhip,  and  fleet,  had  never  been  fo  Ti:anag\l,   tnc'Kd 
off,  tallowed  and  trimni^dj  (all  which  they  to  a  man  agreed  in) 
as  fince  he  became  fiipreme  officer  !  and  that  as  he  was  pro- 
n.oted  and  order'd  to  the  command  of  another  fquadron  at  the 
fouthward,  they  could  not  but  exprefs  their  lohfcoufe  mixture 
ofjpleafure  and  regret,  on  the  tragicomifarcica!occ3^C\on. — That 
they  could  not  but  particularly  huzza  him  as  a  moft  cxccllcn: 
patron  to  traffickers,   in  the  rcm.arkable  protection  and  encou- 
ragement he   had  ever  afforded  to  the  bum-boats,   and   other 
provifioners  and  fuppliers,  on  whom  the  health,  and  even  fub- 
fiflance  of  the  fleet,  was  univerfally  acknowledged  to  depend — • 
and  forty  other  things  which  neither  they  underflood,  nor    he 
hlujlid  at  !  — 

And  here  the  ingenious  author,  fond  of  epifode  and  di- 
greffion,  enters  very  curioully  in  his  next  chapter,  book  5th* 
chap.  ifl.  upon  the  niccfl  of  difquifitions,  concerning  the  infre- 
quency  of  bluHies  in  the  faces  of  great  men  ;  or  rather  fdch 
as  would  be  thouglit  ^o  ;  and  with  much  good  fenfe  and  found 
philofophy,  refolves  it  into  this. — No  mortals,  it  may  be  cb- 
lerv'd  (fays  he)  are  fo  much  expofed  to  flattery,  as  thcfe  grcac 
men.  For  being  known  to  want  certain  qualities,  neceflary  to 
the  fine  figure  which  they  reafonably  enough  conceive  them- 
felves  born  to  difplay  ;  immediately  the  very  kind,  difintercHed 
world,  difpatch  a  Icore  or  two  of  inventive,  pleafant  temper'd 
men,  who  by  all  the  arts  of  opiate  flattery,  give  the  mofl:  com- 
plete eafe,  happinefs  and  conceit  of  worth  and  importance,  to 
tja«  elfa  miferable  mortal. 

a  Now 
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Now  bluflilng  is  produced  from  the  irritatiop  of  the  face,  by 
the  noxious  quahties  of  cei  tain  words  and  phtafes  of  an(eddreflbr. 
Thefe  noxious  qualities,  are  indeed  the  aci/ie^^-\f^alAyj^^^n\- 
cles  of  the  breath,  delivered  in  certain  exK'rbnons,  chieHy  of  the 
adulatory  and/aiiricai  kinds.     Tho*  thefi^reath  in  adulatory  ex- 
preffions,  is  not  aljow'd  by  f^me,  to  partake  of  any  acufe  parti- 
cles;  merely  from  its  general  effect,  viz.  a  foft  and  pleafurable 
fenfation.     But  this  I  take  to  be  extremely  erroneous,  and  fu- 
perficial,  and  toarife  from  not  confidering  the  different  effeds 
of  accutenefs,  in   its  lowefl  and  higheft  Degrees.     For  I  now 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  all   the  male    and  harded  world, 
whether  any  one  thing  gives  greater  pleafure,than  to  be  irimm*d 
with  the  keeneft  razor  :  when  on  rhe  other  hand,    an  ordinary- 
edg'd,  or  down-right  I^Iuni  one,  gives    exquifite  fain.     The 
force  of  flattering  exprejjions,  in  railing  bliilhes,  mud  therefore 
undeniably  be  admitted,  for  their  ey.tr erne  acutenefs  is  very  eafily 
proved,  from  their  allow 'd  mod  remarkably  infin'uating  nature. 
But  then,  tho'  at  firll    the  irritated  face   is   very  tender,  and 
eafily  admits  thofe  particlcS;Which  fuddenly  roufe  the  exafpe^ 
rated  blood,  to   exprefs  its  fine  and  ^vy  parts  thro*   the  thin 
/kin.:  yet  upon  too  frequent  and  violent  exercife  of  this,  forC> 
as  in  many  other  cafes,   the  agitated   parts   grow  rigid.     And 
thus  it  is,  that  we  are  able  to  obferve,   that  the  noxious,  qua- 
lities of  flattery,  (which  indeed  are  no  other  than  thefc  acute 
ajid  alkalclcent  particles  of  the  exprefs'd  breath,)  furprizingly 
afTecl  the  facc-ildn  of  the  addrefled  ;  harden  and  torpidate  it, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  in  a  very  little  time,  whole  voliies  of 
flattering  words,  are  no  more  regarded  than  fo  many^^^/.    And 
in  time  a  complete  external  callus  is   form'd  throughout  the 
body,  and  the  whole  man  thus  incruded,  is  reduced  to  an  utter 
infenfibility  of  /lattery  ox  fat  ire. 

The  author's  conjectures  here  are  indeed  very  curious,  and 
entertaining. — He  fuppofes  ail  noxious  qualities  to  arife  fiorrt 
j:aiure  perverted  or  objlruded. — That  the  expreffions  of  truth, 
(coritrary  to  the  opinion  of  many  learned  divines)!?  natural  to  the 
human  mind  and  frame. — ^That  when  flattery  is  to  be  produced, 
efpecially  when  it  mufl  appear  eafy  and  natural,  there  is  re- 
quired fuch  a  multitude  of  elevations,  depreffions,  difrortions, 
convulfionS)  &c,  of  the  body,  which  is  quiet  only  in  the  eva* 
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cuatlon  of  truth, that  there  needs  muft  be  fuch  noirome, pungent 
effluvia  ^rom  the  violently  agitated  fluids,  and  lungs,  as  are 
alroJsr^^v^>;r-«^^^j^  and  mimical  to  humanity,  and  to  whatever 
is  in  the"vic{nity"o!^heir  power  and  fphere  of  aftioil. — And 
this  I  take  to  be  a  faJsfa^iory  account  of  the  matter. 

But  to  return,  (fays  our  auchor,  in  a  new  chap.  chap.  2d) 
As  foon  as  the  admiral  had  received  that  unexceptionable  evi- 
dence of  his  merit,  the  teflimony  of  a  managed  party,  he  allem- 
bled  as  had  been  long  cuftomary,  the  officers,  and  a  fore-caftle 
man  or  two  picFd  from  each  fliip  in  the  fquadron,  in  order  to 
harangue,  and  be  harangued.  One  he  knew  was  as  certain  as 
the  other  ;  and  indeed  what  man  alive  ignorateth  what  every 
good  Tfiot her  fo  repeatedly  gives  in  charge  to  her  little  good 
boy,  namely,  "  to  /peak  when  he  hjpoken  to."  I  have  heard 
an  after-part  to  this  mentioned,  concerning  kijjiug,  perhaps  ad- 
ded by  the  waggs  of  elder  time  to  the  mciternai  charge  :  But 
the  politer  age  in  which  we  live  forbids  to  exprefs,  tho'  there 
are  to  be  found  who  very  readily  comply  -ruith  that  queer  and 
humiliating  precept. — But  to  go  on,  (lays  he)  the  officers  and 
men  allembled  as  above-mentioned,  being  cali'd  all  hands  into 
the  great  cabin  and  (leerage,  the  partition  being  then  taken 
down,  the  admiral  flow  riling  from  his  profound  meditation  and 
crimfon-velvet  chair,  with  the  molt  inetfable  conjunftion  of 
grandeur  and  familiarity,  was  pleafed  rhus  to  bcfpeak  them. 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  cabin,  and  gang  of  the  fore-calHe, — 
When  I  firft  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  his  highnefs 
the  lord  high-admiral*s^rrfc/t////^  commilFioning  me  to  execute 
his  dominative  powers,  as  by  Magna  Charta  eflablifhed  in  this 
fleet,  I  not  only  did  then  exprefs  to  you,  but  at  the  very 
fiime  time  did  exprefs  to  you  my  high  reverence  for  the 
power  of  government  as  refiding  in  the  admiral  and  for  the 
facred  Liberties  that  fliould  ever  inviolably  remain  with  the 
people,  and  that  of  the  propriety  of  maintaining  both  which  I 
had  the  moft  thoroughly  convinced  confcience. — •  That  as  the 
powers  of  the  admiralty  are  \\\QfiircJl  bafis  of  the  fai/or^s  liber- 
ties ;  ray  defign  was  lo  found  the  bafis  of  my  ad  minifl  ration  of  thole 
powers  on  the  common  good  of  the  iiniverfl  general  co^nniunion 
of  the  whole  faiiorhood.  I  did  hope  therefore  that  no  goodfea- 
jpan  would  refufe  his  confnting  concurrence  ro  my  intended  ex- 
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en  ion  of  power  as  supreme  Officer  in  the  fleet,ds  I  did  choofe 
to  have  the  rnoft  abfolute  and  unlimited  command  (wirl(\'?ut  cuf- 
toraary  councils)  of  every  fhip  and  failor  \^^--\f.^utJ'j;0'xv/diS 
clenyingly  refns'd  me,  and  as  I  was  alwasftt^erminecl'that  my 
CKQxnono^  extraordinary  power  fhould  6t  leaft  appear  to  be 
chiefly  owing  to  you,  1  then  determin'd  to  mete  other  meafures 
and  clofed  that  whole  matter  with  telling  you,  that  if  ye  could 
not  yourfelves  fee  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  permanent  Syftem  of 
weM-grounded  meafures  asis  neceflarily  involved  in  fuchadepo- 
fitc  of  power,  or  that  if  the  real  view  of  your  own  needy  fitua- 
tion  could  not  convince  you,  my  words  could  not! — That  if 
fafts  themfelves  could  not  convince  you, my  words  could  not  !-- 
That  if  your  own  eyes  could  not  bring  conviOion  to  you,  my 
v/ords  could  iTOt! 

But  now  {Gentlemen)  having  clofed  the  bufinefs  of  the  year 
lafl^;//?,  you  may  confider  of  your  affairs  with  regard  to  that 
which  is  approaching.  His  lordlliipthe  high  admiral,  fupported 
by  the  univerfal  general  voice  and  invaried  zeal  of  the  whole 
united  nation,  is  determinately  refolved  to  make  a  final  end  and 
conclufive  decifion  of  this  contentious  and  difputeful  conteO:  in 
America.  His  highncfs's  fervice  and  your  affairs  are  wrought 
i^p  to  a  crifis — if  Newfoundland  be  not  taken  the  naval  em- 
pire of 'the  French  will  fix  its  root— and  if  it  be  not  now  taken 
tt  never  xvill  be  tuken.  For  our  a^irs  not  only  are  wrought  up 
to  a  crifis,  but  nc^^u  is  the  very  crifis — and  at  the  fame  tijue  that 
we  may  derive  every  happy  omen  from  the  chearful  perfeve- 
rance  with  which  the  v.'hole  failorhood  fupports  our  moft  vigo- 
Tous  efforts  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  is  evi^lent  to  demonjlration  from 
flie  repidfe  which  v/e  lately  met  with,  that  thq  enemy  is  not  able 
ito  wiihitand  us. 

^Thefpirit  of  this  fquadron  has  been  uniformly  and  invaria- 
bly animated  for  the  general  fervice — This  fquadron  alway  did 
and  alway  will  bean  it's  (liare  in  the  the  univerfal  general  Ihrvi- 
<:es  of  the  common  communion,  and  thefe  are  alway  bed  which 
are  founded  on  a  certain  conviftion  and  confcientious  fenfe  of 
this  duty,  \  therefore  do  hope  for  the  concurring  confcr.t  of  ail 
its  orders  and  rnenihcrsto  n"iy  meafures  ;  for[tho'  "  thofe]  princi- 
ples which  found  the  eflabli/hrrient  of  a  flate  or  governnient  on 
ihc  confent  of  the  coii!,lit.ieu>s  fpr  the  purpofcs  pf  protection, 
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prove  the  tlillx)lLition  of  all  government,"  yet  the  mod  zealous 
and  not -^k  oppofcr  of  fuch  prhiciples  may  properly  endeavour 
at  t'^ill^^^S^^^he  people  to  meafures  which  tho'  fit  to  be 
purfued  without  be^  determined  by  the  deliberation  of  all,  yet 
in  that  cale  might  proxluce  fuch  an  uproar  of  tumult  as  would  be 
jnconfiftent  with  his  peace  and  ^ro/f/j,  and  ill  become  a  politie 
Governor  to  occaiion. 

Gentlemen  of  the  gang  of  the  forecaftle, 
With  you  gentlemen  J  as  the  body  of  the  people  do  originate 
thofc  vigourous  fupplics,  that  muft  enable  the  navy  to  execute 
its  feveral  pozucrs  zvitbin  itfelf.     And  as  a  fquadron  is  "  one 
general  univerfal  fyftem  of  a  one  whole,"  it  is  requifitely  necef- 
lary  that  all  its  parts  each  of  which  has  its  peculiar  properties 
fliould  be  in/////  ^^rt'/?,'//d'/7/, which  I  think  thro'  you  (good  gen- 
tlemen) has  been  this  fquadron's  praife  during  my  whole  com- 
mand.    "  By  the  Blelfing  of  God  on  xhce-centi   of  the  laft 
year"  the  {quadron  is  in  a  much  better  '  fite  and  fituation''  than 
we  fear'd,  *'  but  all  is  not  yet  elfeded  \y\\\z\\  fcems  abfoiutely 
neceflary  to   be  done*'* — to  join  therefore  in  the  completion  of 
this  good  work  we  one  and  all  arc  moft  willing — v.'e  one  and  all 
will  now  fet  about —  we  one  and  all  will  now  mofl  willingly  fet 
about.     And  as  money  is  the  fureft  foundation  on  which  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  happinefs  is  to  be  raifed,  I  mod  earneflly 
therefore  do  recommend  to  you —  "  that  no  monies  be  applied 
to  USELESS  or  WASTEFUL  matters, and  that  it  be  not  fraudulent- 
ly or  CAUSELESSLY  employed,"  I  fhall  direft  the  purfer  and 
receiver-general  to  give  an  account  of  what  money  he  is  able  to 
advance — tho'  here  I  can't  but  take  notice  of  what  high  credit 
he  at  prefent  is  in,  infomuch  thit  he   is  able   to  raife  whatever 
you  may  have  occafion  for,  upon  no  other  fccurity  than  his  own 
jiote  of  hand. 
.     Gentlemen  of  the  cabin  and  gang  of  the  fo.ecaftle, 
I  by  all  means  do  recommend  to  you  induflry  and  a  fenfeof 
fubordination  to  be  diffus'd  thro'out  ihe   fleet,  which  lad:  is  the 
only  fuitab'e  connexion  under  xvhich  ive  do  ever  properly   aB, 
and  fliall  ever  attain  the  good  end  to  which  we  look —  "  where 
this  cement  is  not,  all  things  run  together  into  confufion"  .   Ancf 
as  to  indudry  lalway  do    encourage  that,  but  yet  let  not  any, 
one  man  in  the  fleet  be  follicitous  of  more  than  one  fort  of  em- 
ployment 
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,ployment  (befides  his  general  duty)  whether  barber,  tayIor,cord- 
wainer  or  other,  "  for  a  certain  portion  of  the  univerftj'  com- 
munion, which  in  its  extent  is  no  more  thaij,,^'_\i^^*-i^ijrv.*he 
•wants  of  one  man,  is  when  culturM  in  ity^^atious  branches  by 
the  various  and  different  powers  of  divlts  many  conftituants 
equal -accidi  fufficient  in  the  whole  compofite  produce  to  the  wants 
of  fuch  a  certain  number  of  divers  conftituants  as  are  proportio- 
nate in  their  powers  to  the  culture  of  all  its  branches. 

I  have  lately  received  an  account  from  commodore  Pebble 
that  the  Trilogfcut  pirates  or  barbarian  corfairs  have  again  de- 
fired  peace — that  they  are  he  thinks  as  much  in  earneft  as  ever 
pirates  were — do  now  intend  to  bring  in  their  crews  and  craft — 
but  I  do  ftill  remain  opinionated  that  unlefs  they  are  fir jl  domi~ 
cil'tate  as  other  pirates  are  with  Frenchmen,  there  can  be  no 
treaty  held  with  them,  nor  fhall  I  run  any  rifque  about  it.  I 
have  ordered  Pebble  to  fend  them  here  to  me  if  they  agree  to 
what  I  infift  upon,  and  then  they  fliall  be  protefted — they  fhall 
have  (liallops  and  other  ikiffs, — they  may  cruize  or  as  they  term 
it  /;//;;/  as  ufual — but  the  Englifh  fliall  hunt  alfo.  They  not 
interfere  with  one  another's  hunt  when  they  hunt  feparare,  and 
they  may  hunt  together  when  they  chufe  it — This  you  remem- 
l^er  I  did  tell  them  not  a  great  while  ago,  and  at  the  fame  time 
did  fet  the  zvhole  affair  (?^with  fuch  nexu  and  apt  colours. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  nothing  further  to  recommend  to  you  but  the  clofefl 
attention  to  what  I  have  already  faid,  and  to  thofe  few  words 
with  which  I  muft  here  neceflarily  pain  you.  1  am  promoted 
to  another  command  ! — I  am  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  naval 
life  from  my  dear  fquadron  !  His  lor^lhip's  will  be  done  ! — 
But  the  interefl  of  this  Iquadron  1  alway  have  fought,  and 
alway  do,  and  alway  fliall  leek  ;  and  if  ever  there  fliould  be 
any  ferviccs  in  which  my  fervice  may  be  any  way  ferviceable 
to  it,  I  fliall  not  only  alway  gladly  ferve  it,  butfliall  endeavour 
tofcrve  it.  In  a  Word  ;  in  the  main  bufinefs  of  this  (perhaps) 
iafl cruife\  would  have  ye  flrenuoufly  exert  youifeives.  The 
fhorter  the  cruize  the  more  money  Vvill  ye  fave,  and  the 
faving  of  money  has  very  much  my  own  attention.*' 

Immediately  after  this  the  author  in  book  6th,  very  parti* 
cularly  relates  how  a  moft  remarkable  occurrence  ailbrded  trial 
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qF  the  fincerity  of  ihofe  warm  profefTions  of  regard,  and  in- 
tended fervices,  in  the  admiral's  above-recited  fpeech — That 
vprr^ftiTn  aftfir  this  fpeech  which  was  made  in  the  month  of 
Marcft/tjiers  ctu5^Dn  the  mod  violent  terrible  ftorm  for  fix 
hours,  that  was  ever-yown  in  all  North  America  j  in  which  the 
Loyal  Oak  the  flag-fhip  fufFer'd  moft  feverely,  and  in  her 
indeed  it  prodigioufly  offered  the  whole  fquadron  ;  great  part  of 
her  tnetal,  provifions,  warlike  ftores,  marts,  yards,  fails,  rigging, 
loft.  Her  upper  works,  and  fome  part  of  her  galleries  ruin'^d.  In 
fhort,  file  lay  almoft  a  ground  a  very  wreck.  In  this  moft 
diftrefled  fituation,  the  Auguftus  CutUr  which  for  fome  time 
before  had  been  armM  and  fent  out  as  a  proteftion  to  the 
bum-boats  and  other  traffickers,  conftantly  expelled  with  fup- 
plies  for  the  fleet,  admiral  Brazen  propofed  ihould  carry  hiiSi 
upon  a  vifit  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral  before  he  took  the 
command  of  the  fbuthern  fquadron  he  was  appointed  to. — This; 
ftrange  and  cruel  propo/al  at  a  time  when  the  flag-fhip  was  in 
fuch  diflrefs,  and  the  whole  fquadron  from  very  frequent  and 
extraordinary  cruizes  was  fo  exhaufled  as  to  be  able  to  afford 
very  little  relief  to  her  ;  feem'd  juftly  render'd  flill  more  {o, 
when  it  was  confider'd  that  not  only  the  warlike  fltores  and  other 
expefted  fupplies,  were  by  this  meafure  to  be  left  totally  un- 
fecured  to  the  fleet ;  but  that  for  the  two  or  three  laft  cruizes, 
the  very  traders  themfelves  had  generouily  given  tons  of  rum 
and  other  (lores  to  the  fleet,  equal  to  the  whole  charge  of 
maintaining  the  cutter  on  thele  cruizes,  upon  the  expre(s 
condition  of   her  being  fo  employ'd. 

In  this  affair  however  Sir  Thomas  was  not  the  fble  obje6:  of 
wonder  &  refcntment.for  the  author  proceeds  inchap.sdj^d.^th 
and  5th  of  this  laft  book  to  relate, — how  the  boatfwain  (who 
from  his  quadruple  alliance  of  charafter  in  boatfwain,  gunner, 
carpenter  and  deputy-purfcr  of  the  flag-fhip  muft  naturally  be 
fuppofed  able  to  whlfile  and  manage  great  part  of  the  crezv  \o 
almoft  any  thing  he  pleafed)  was  very  afTiduous  and  bluflering 
in  favour  of  the  admiral.— How  ^^r^^/  part  of  the  pick'd  fore^ 
caftle  hands  fupported  the  propofal,  and  even  recommended  ir 
to  the  admiral  as  the  deflrc  of  that  whole  gang,  and  in  them  that 
of  the  whole  crew  of  the  fquadron — who  were  the  moff  deter- 
mined (fays  he)  in  this  recommendation  is  not  certainly  known, 
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bntit  is  fhrewdly  enough  fufpefted,  tliat  the  mofl  for-vard  were 
Jack  Swing,' Bob  Sprat  and  To?vi  Pewman.  This  )^Si  was 
as  well  known  as  any  one  hand  in  the  fleet,  %;fJ%^»XAC^?^f  re 
often  very  merry  with  him  ;  and  foon  froHt^s  prodigious  af- 
fe^li on  for  prate  and  harangue- jin  a  fomt'.vhat  fanatical  tone, 
they  dubb'd  him  Parfon  ;  for  which  cliarafter  he  difcovcred 
(forfooth)  very  great  contempt,  qnd  immediately  chang'd  man-  , 
ncr,  and  mightily  atfe(5led  the  military  fliie  and  chara6ler,  upon 
which  he  was  dubb'd  coPjiel^  which  tickled  him  not  a  little  ; 
but  fomc  unlucky  Jacks  in  a  very  Hiort  time  fettled  it  thepreach" 
i;7o-C(?/o/?^/;  (than  which  character  nothing  in  the  prefent  age 
infpires  (Ironger  contempt.)Andoneor  other  of  them  was  always 
girding  at  him  ;  fbmctimes  with  great  folemnity  of  phrafe  &  face, 
addreffing  him,  would  begin  "  Reverend  Colonel :  at  other  times, 
and  moft  frequently,would  deal  fbmewhat  plainly,  telling  him  of 
his  unfaithfuhiefs  in  his  mafler's  viMeyard^ihzi  it  now  produced 
only  the  degenerate  plant  of  ^Jlrange  vine,  that  the  grapes  ivere 
thofe  of  Sodom  and  the  cluflers  of  Gomorrah  ;  all  which  moft 
intimately  mortified  him,  for  he  could  as  little  bear  any  quota- 
tion in  his  prefence  from  fcripture.as  could  the  poor  fellow  who 
had  flood  in- the  pillory,  the  fight  of  7\.  pudding  or  cuflardy  or 
even  the  bare  mention  of  eggs.  As  for  Sprat  (fays  he)  he  was 
very  generally  efteemed  a  clever  fellow  &  a  trufty  hand  when 
he  fail'd  only  in  a  merchant-man,  but  after  he  enter'd  on  board" 
a  man  of  war,  he  contemptibly  enough  affected  to  defpife- 
his  former  merchant-employers  to  whom  he  owed  all  that  large 
'lliare  o'l  pradical  navigation  which  he  had  fo  fortunately  added 
to  his  juitly  allow'd  fcience. — His  real  friends  and  well-wifhers 
couM  not  but  very  humanely  pity  his  many  errors  &  mifcarriages, 
after  his  head  had  been  fo  turn'd  with  the  Admiral's  particular 
notice  oiViim — particular  indeed' — for  fo  many  tricks  had  heat 
^helni,\h2.i  the  whole  (quadronmay  properly  eno'  be  faid  to  have 
been  tack'*d  and  veer''d  and  prefs^d  and  plunged  almoft  entirely 
under  his  management,  fo  rcly'd  on  by  the  admiral  ;  but  injul- 
tioe  to  themfelves  as  well  as  pity  to  him,  all  hands  feem*d  at  laft 
to  indulge  the  plcafing  hope  of  the  fpeedy  reduftion  of  him, from 
b's  wild  fteerage,  to  reafon  awd  a  common  (lation,  which  it  was 
laid  he  had  given  out  he  would  rrot  return   to. 

Swing  (fays  our  author)  was  effeemed   a  very  extraordi- 
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nary  tho' Jul  1  fellow  all  the  voyage,  always  bearing  about  him 
fuch  "^  ^e  i«Jii^'hat  as  was  thought  by  many  to  rife  almoft: 
to  an  app^ar^ce^i^S^gn  and  cunning,  infomuch  that  from.,. 
that  and  his  everlaiting  .Vangling  and  dark  prate,  he  wa^  called 
the  Politician  ;  and  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Iliip  very  fond  of 
Hudibrafs,  us'd  to  quote  thefe  Lines  at  him- 

**  So   politic   as  if  one   eye 
Upon  the  other  were  a  fpie, 
That  to  trepan  the  one  lo  think 
-    The   other  blind,   both  Jlrovc   to  blink. 
He  made  the  fcouteft  yield   to  mercy, 
"When  he  engag'd  in  controverfy  ; 
Not  by  the  force  of  carnal  reafon, 
But  indefatigable  teafing  : 
Nor  law,  nor  cavalcade  of  Ho* born 
Could    render   him   a  grain  the  lefs   flubborn  : 
For   he  at   any   time  would    hang. 
For  th'opportunity   to   harangne"*. ^ 

In  fiiort  fo  many,  and  (b  notorious,  have  been  his  fruitlefs 
mutinies,  fenfelefs  oppofitions,  unnatural  pa£liJ,  and  awkward 
conjuftions,  with  other  the  like  enormiiles  and  abfurdities,  arif- 
ing  from  principles  (b  very  different,  -fo  contraditStory,  that  he 
will  ever  be  remember'd  with  that  honeft  warmth  of  mixt  paiTi- 
on  which  bufy  duUnefs  and  perverfenefs  infpire. 

Here  the  author  draws  towards  a  conclufion  of  his  very  faith- 
ful and  (as  he  humbly  apprehends)  very  ferviceabis  perfor- 
mance, with  a  fomewhat  too  particular  narration  of  what  pafled 
in  the  great  cabbin  relative  to  the  Cutter :  And  left  the  editcr 
fliould  now  be  charg'd  by  fame  with  that  tedloijfnefs  which  in 
this  part  of  the  work  he  honeftly  confers  they  muft  complain 
of  in  the  author,  he  here  choofes  to  clofe  this  very  large  fpeci-- 
men  with  what  the  author  concludes  his  performance — Speak- 
ing of  the  Admiral's  principal  adjutancy  s.nd  fupport  in  this  lai\ 
affair  ;  he  fays —  '  Of  all  the  cabin  rnefs  his  greateft  depen- 
dence was  on  one  truly  omnigenous  and  wonderful  counfellor, 
whofe  prompt  advice  was  ever  fo  delightfully  received,  and 
the  entire  llrain  of  whofe  fentimcnts  fo  confbir'd  with  thof? 
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of  the  admiral,  that  the  whole  world  perhaps  may  be  defy*d 
to  poduce  a  fingle  inllance  in  which  they  ever  difag^ed,  ex- 
cept (which  was  indeed  frequent)  in  the  two  aEtj^lesl^^iJij^i  of 
drefs  and  cookery  ;  Sir  Thomas  ever  ca^-^^dmg  thit  a  tye 
wigg,  baze  gown,  check  trowfers,  fworifand  flippers,  were  a 
conjunftion  of  particulars  mod  abfnrdly  heterogeneous  ;  and 
to  enter  the  great  cabin  in  this  unfyflematic  and  difcordant 
drefs,  was  fo  highly  iixlecent,  that  his  often  added  pipe  of 
tobacco  with  them,  but  very  little  enhanc'd  the  offence.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  ever  reply'd,  that  tho'  he  could  by 
no  means  fee  the  impropriety  of  his  own  really  Jludied,  tho' 
unhappily  offenfive  drefs,  yet  the  very  eafy  and  familiar  ex- 
ample which  Sir  Thomas  himfelf  affefted,  and  had  often  pro- 
pos'd  to  !mitarion,by  fitting  in  the  admiralty  CHAIR,  without 
fword,  in  a  plain  lliort  frDck,unruffied  fbirt,together  withfcratch 
wig. and  little  rattan — hadalu  ays  to  him  appeared  too  unadvis'd, 
too  carelefs    and    diminutive. 

'T^htis    they  in  mutual  accufation  fpent 

T^heir  fruitlefs  hours,  hut  neither  felf  condemning, 
mAnd  of  their  v.-iin  conttjt  appear'' d  no  Knd.  Milt. 

A//  cgit  exemplum,  litem  quod  lite  refolvil.         Hor. 

Their  dinerences  alio  in  cookery  were  very  wide  and  very 
jreHcral.  Sir  Thomas  indeed  went  wholly  upon  fylkm. 
The  other  gentlen^san  had  no  fyftem  of  any  kind.  The  one 
was  for  a  lonely  faculder  of  mutton  at  table.  The  other 
fcouU  never  hnve  enough  variety  and  incongruity.  This  lad 
<:hofe  \\\<t  (Iro'ig,  \\izf.iucy,  and  the  high-feafon  d.  The  other 
prefcr'd  the  light,  \\\(:,  juic clefs,  and  the  plain  drefs' d.  But 
jet  them  like  ns  they  might,  whenever  they  happen'd  in 
e;ood  company,  they  mth  very  generally  met  with  the  roafl^ 
'which   oae  ahvcrj  endeavour'd  io  nils.  -  . 
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